The intent of this cultural/religious overview of the
Middle East is to

1. Provide a context, a schemn, a broad know edge of the M ddle
East world. The audience is Arabic | anguage students, faculty
who instruct these students, mlitary personnel deploying to the
M ddl e East, and the Departnment of Defense community at | arge.

2. Address content Final Learning Objectives (FLOsS) This
work treats the basic, commonly understood thenmes of the
foll ow ng FLGs:

Hol i days/ Obser vances
Cust ons

Rel i gi ous Groups

Et hni ¢/ Raci al G oups
Gender |ssues
Conflicts

TeaooTo

The goal is establishnent of a “level playing field” where
students and faculty can possess conpetency in a common cul tural
literacy for the Mddle East. In addition, this project
introduces entry level mlitary intelligence personnel to
critical elenents of the Mddle East intelligence picture.

Unit 1. Cultural Awareness (d2cultu)

| mportance of sensitivity by mlitary intelligence
I inguists to cultures of the M ddl e East

Cul tural awareness advantages inherently possessed by
mlitary personnel

Unit 2. Historical Overview (d3histor)

Long-lasting effects of over 3,500 years of history
within the M ddl e East region

Cl ose historical ties between Judaism Christianity
(Orthodox Eastern), and Islam

Musl i m per specti ves on Muhanmad and the Qur’ an



Unit 3. Foundational Beliefs (d4belief)

Di stinguishing tenets of Judaism Christianity (Othodox
Eastern) and I sl am

Lesser and Greater Jihad

Unit 4. Gestures and Taboos (d5gestur)

Foundational principles to apply when interacting with a
new cul ture

| nportance of manner and custons to cul tural
under st andi ng

Unit 5. Holidays and Observances (d6holida)

Distinctive Mddle East religious/cultural holidays and
observances

Signi ficance of holidays and observances for tactical,
operational and strategic mlitary m ssions

Unit 6. Religion and Internal Middle East Politics (d7politi)

Variety and conplexity of Mddle East Mislim perspectives
concerning religion and politics

Diversity of Sharia (lslamc law) found within Mddle
East societies

Unit 7. U.S. Relations--Middle East Cultures (d8usrela)

Principles of United States foreign policy wthin the
M ddl e East

Recognition that Islam per se, is not a determ ning

factor in U S. foreign policy. Rather, the practical
doi ngs of M ddl e East governnments and peoples are the
f ocus.

Unit 8. Fundamentalisms (d9fundam)

Enoti on-1 aden connotations and mani festations of the term
“fundanent al i snt

Recognition that extrem st fanatical Islamsts do not
speak for all Mislins



Unit 9. Selected Middle East Ethnic Groups (elethnic)

Variety of ethnic groups throughout the M ddl e East

Lasting inpact of Bedouin/Mislimculture on the whol e
regi on

Unit 10. Religious Texts--Societal Implications (e2texts)

Et hi cal practices and views toward violence within Mddle
East religions

| nportance of internal notivation within |Islam

Unit 11. Gender Issues (e3gender)

Variety of wonen’s concerns within the M ddl e East
Close ties between fam |y honor and gender issues

Unit 12. Resources (e4resour)

Book, periodical, audio-visual, and electronic (Wrld
W de Web) resources available for further study

Necessity of discernnent in dealing with the overwhel m ng
anmount of information available on Mddle East
culture/religion

Unit 13. Country Area Studies

Overview of (1) North African [e6nafric], (2) Levant
(I'srael, Lebanon, Syria--lands bordering the eastern

shores of the Mediterranean) [e7levant], (3) Persian Gulf
[e8gulf] and (4) Turkish and Af ghani stan influences upon
t he regi on [e9turkey]

Distinctive Muslim Jewi sh and Orthodox Eastern Christian
practices within the region

Country | ocations

Ceneral and comonly understood treatnent of the
foll ow ng Final Learning Qbjectives (FLGCs) for each
country:

Hol i days/ Obser vances
Cust ons

Rel i gi ous Groups

Et hni ¢/ Raci al G oups

PONPE



5. Gender | ssues
6. Conflicts

Objectives: Arab World Manners and Customs

Each unit includes the follow ng objectives. Readers wll
grow in their understanding of...

Unit 1.

Unit 2.

Unit 3.

Unit 4.

Unit 5.

Unit 6.

Overview (f4overvi)

| npact of Islamthroughout the M ddl e East
Contrasting views of tinme: American and M ddl e Eastern

Religion (f5religi)

Al'l pervasive nature of the Sharia
Maj or Muslim practices and observances

Arab Society (féarabs)

| mportance of clan and famly in the M ddl e East
Mal e/ femal e rol es

Status (f7status)

| nportance of context, status and prestige
“Face”

Hospitality and Friendship (f8hospit)

Overarching inportance of hospitality in Mddle Eastern
circles

Anerican/ M ddl e East friendship perceptions

Gestures (f9gestur)

Common gest ures
Dos and taboos
The “evil eye”



Unit 7.

Unit 8.

Unit 9.

Concept of Time/Conversation Guidelines (gltime)

Differing Arerican/ M ddl e Eastern perspectives to tinme

Sensitivities to observe in conversations with Mddl e
East er ners

Nuances of Thought (g2nuance)

| mportance of context, clan and famly in the M ddl e East

Respect for aesthetic pursuits within Saudi Arabian
culture

Work and Training Guidelines (g3work)

Perspectives on criticism conpetition and conparisons
Wor k perceptions and practices
| mportance of relationships

Unit 10. Community and Homelife (g4commun)

Practical considerations when living in Saudi Arabia
Religious norality police
Quidelines for famly nenbers, especially wonen

Appendix: Interview with a Middle Easterner (g5append)

Practical applications of manners and custons applied to
t he training environnment

| mportance of repetition and rote nmenory in Mddl e East
circles



