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Unit 5: Holidays and Observances

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

| npact of holidays on tactical operations

Sol ar/l unar cal endar differences

Comon Era abbrevi ations

Musl i m cal endar di stinctions

Jew sh cal endar distinctions

Two hi gh holy days of Judai sm

Passover’s inportance for Jew sh personnel

M ddl e East Orthodox Christian cal endar distinctions
Four inportant holidays for Muslins

ldentify

Sol ar/l unar cal endars

Jul i an/ Gregori an cal endars

Chri stmas, Easter, Epiphany

C.E, B.CE, AH, Ramadan

Rosh Hashanah, Yom Ki ppur, Pesah

Hijra, Ashura

Shi a

Mawl id al -Nabiy, ‘Id al-Fitr, 1d al-Adha
Realize

| npact of holidays on Arab/lIsraeli Conflict--1973
Julian cal endar influence in Othodox Eastern
Christianity

Reasons for variation of Easter date each year

| nportance of Ashura for Shia Mislins
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Unit 5: Holidays/Observances

l. Necessity

Knowl edge of key holidays and
observances contributes to
sensitivity and awareness of M ddle
East culture. In addition, tactical
operations also nmay be directly
affected as a result of religious
hol i days and events.

The book entitled The Ramadan War, 1973, by Hasan
Badri, Taha Magdoub and Muhammad Dia El D n Zohdy
treats the Arab/Israeli Conflict of 1973 from an
Egypti an/ Syri an perspective. In chapter 4, entitled
“Surprise!,” the authors denonstrated the inportance of
hol i days/ observances in tactical operations.

In determ ning the Egyptian/ Syrian deception pl an,
the aimwas to conduct an attack with deceit, secrecy
and concealed timng. Cctober 1973 was a nonth
presenting Israeli national and religious holidays.

The choice of 6 October to begin
the war was deliberate. Surprise
woul d be paranount as that date was
Yom Ki ppur, the Jew sh Sabbath and
al so the tenth of Ramadan
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Y <+ C

Il. Jewish/Christian/Muslim Observances

The follow ng information, adapted from The
Mul tifaith Cal endar, David Spence ed., identifies
i nportant holidays related to the major M ddl e East
religions-—Judaism Christianity, and Islam

1. Solar and Lunar Calendars

Bel i efs about the world and human interaction
within that world determne, in part, how different
cultures measure tine. Sone indicate tinme according to
t he sun (solar calendars). Ohers follow after the moon

(lunar calendars). The | uni sol ar cal endar conbi nes
aspects of both.

2. Christian Calendars

a. Julian The Julian cal endar, used by Eastern
Christianity, was the forerunner to the cal endar nost
Anericans currently use (the Gegorian). Instituted by
Julius Caesar in 46 B.C., the Julian cal endar bases its
calculations on the length of tine it takes the earth
to revolve around the sun. Though accurate for its
day, the Julian cal endar was off cal culation just over
el even m nutes each year. By the m d-1500s, this
Julian cal endar was 10 days behind the sol ar year.

b. Gregorian In 1582, Pope Gegory Xl ||
i ntroduced reforns, which by the 1700s becane known as
the Gregorian cal endar.
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Christian churches in the West
adopted this cal endar excl usively.
It is now used internationally in
busi ness, education, and the
mlitary. Most Eastern churches
still use the Julian cal endar for
religious purposes—especially in
determ ning the date of Easter.

Christmas and Pentecost may follow the G egorian
outline. Today, the Julian and G egorian cal endars are
approxi mately 13 days out of phase.

c. The Church Year Five incidents in the life of
Jesus, plus one marking the begi nning of the church,
formthe foundation for the Christian year. These

events include Jesus’ birth, Christmas; bapti sm and/ or
the adoration of the Magi or Wse Men, Epiphany

cruci fixion, Holy Friday or Good Friday; resurrection,
Pascha or Easter; Ascension; and the descent of the Holy
Spirit onto the early disciples, Pentecost.

d. Easter Wiy does the Easter
date vary fromyear to year?

Fi xed holidays of the Christian year (Christnas,
Epi phany), determ ned by sol ar cal cul ati ons, occur on
standard dates. Easter, however, (and the sacred days
associated wth it-—Holy Friday, Pentecost, and
Ascension), varies fromyear to year. These spring
dates are set in relation to the noon and March equi nox
when the sun passes the equator, nmaking night and day
of equal length in all parts of the earth. Eastern
churches cal cul ate Easter slightly differently, making
it one to five weeks later than in Western churches.

e.B.C.,AD., CE., B.C.E.

Mar ked by the birth of Jesus, the Christian era
(Anno Dom ni, Latin for “the year of our Lord”) is
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abbreviated A.D. Dates before the birth of Christ are
desi gnated as B.C.

Presently, the initials B.C E
(Before the Common Era) indicate
B.C. (Before Christ.) C.E. (Conmon
Era) denotes A D. (Anno Domni--in
the year of our Lord.)

3. The Muslim Calendar

a. A.H. The lunar cal endar determ nes festive
dates in the Islamc calendar. Mnths alternate
between 29 and 30 days. This results in a year 354
days long (29.5 x 12 = 354), roughly 11 days short of
the solar year. Thus, Mislimfestival dates, conpared
to the Gregorian calendar, vary fromyear to year

The mgration (Hjra, H J-rah) of the prophet Mihamrad
from Mecca to Medina (A D. 622) begins the Islamc
calendar. The Islamc year A . H 1417 (Anno Hegirae
‘the year of the Hjra'), begins on Gegorian cal endar
18 May 1996.

b. Ramadan ( RAH- mah- dahn)

In the ninth nonth, Mislins fast
fromfirst appearance of light to
sunset. Depending on the hourly

| engt h of days (whether Ramadan
falls in sunmer, winter, spring or
fall), fasting may require either
very long or short days, depending
on the season.

c. Muharram ( muh- HAR-r ahn) and Dhul-Hijja (t hul - HI J-
yuh) Two ot her nonths are special -—Miharram which
begins the year, and Dhul-H jja, the last nonth which
is time of pilgrinmge.
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Though the noon determ nes the dating of
festivals, prayer tinmes follow the rising and setting
sun. During Ramadan, Muslins observe the fast fromthe
first appearance of |ight to sunset.

4. The Jewish Calendar

The Jewi sh cal endar incorporates both |unar and
solar elements. Essentially a lunar calendar, it is
periodically adjusted to the solar year. Each nonth
begins with the appearance of the new noon and has
either 29 or 30 days. The annual cycle of festivals
begins with the nonth of Nisan (March or April of the
Gregorian cal endar). Pesah (Passover) is the first
festival of the year.

Ot hodox and Conservative Jew sh people living
outside Israel celebrate Pesah (Passover), Shavuot
(Weeks), and Sukkot (Feast of Booths) up to two days
| onger than Reform practitioners.

The Jewi sh religious day runs fromsunset to
sunset rather than m dnight to m dnight.

Festivals thus normal ly begin on evenings prior to
dat es expressed on a cal endar.

5. Jewish Festivals

a. Rosh Hashanah (rohsh ha-shah- NAH), New Year’s
Day

The begi nning of the Jew sh

cal endar. Celebrated for two
days, it marks the anniversary of
the creation of the world. The
day serves as a day of exam nation
for all people, the exam nator
being the righteous and nerci f ul
creator.
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b. Yom Kippur (YOHM kee-poor), Day of Atonenent

Stresses repentance and forgiveness needed to
reestablish oneness with God. One first seeks

forgi veness fromothers and forgives those who have
caused pain. Then cones confession of sin and seeking
forgi veness from God. Yom Ki ppur is the nost inportant
and nost personal holy day.

the “H gh Holidays”--the tw nost

i nportant Jew sh festivals of the

year. O these, Yom Ki ppur is the
hol i est day of the year.

c. Pesah (PAY-sah), (Passover), commenorates the
departure of the Israelites from Egypt. The eight day
observance consists of reciting special prayers and
eating synbolic foods. The first and [ast two days of
Pesah are ones of special observance. This renmenbrance
is a high point of Jewish life.

d. Shavuot (shah-voo- OHT) [ Weks--plural of the
Hebrew word for seven] marks the conclusion of the
seven week period follow ng Passover. The day
comenorates the giving of the Torah to the Israelites.

e. Sukkot (soo- KOHT) [Feast of Booths or
Tabernacl es] lasts for eight days. |Its neaning cones
fromthe practice of building booths (Sukkot) in fields
during harvest. It also comenorates the tenporary
structures in which the Israelites |lived foll ow ng
their departure from Egypt. Sukkot is a tinme of
t hanksgi ving, celebrating God’ s presence in creation
and anong the Jew sh people. The Eighth Day (Shm ni
Atzeret) is a distinct festival, marking the end of
Sukkot .
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f. Simhat Torah (SI M khahs TOOR-
ah, Rejoicing of the Law) indicates
t he conpl eti on and new begi nni ng of
t he annual cycle of Torah reading in
t he synagogue.

g. Hanukkah (HAH nah-kah, Feast of Lights/Feast
of Dedication) celebrates the victory of Judas the
Maccabee for religious freedom and rededi cati on of the
Tenple in 165 B.C. This eight day renenbrance al so
honors the power of God and Hi s faithfulness to |Israel.

6. Christian Festivals and Observances

Most of the Mddle Eastern Christian groups are
Othodox in their affiliation. They follow the Julian
cal endar, thus differing fromdates with which many
Anericans are famliar.

The followi ng are inportant holidays/holy days for
many Chri sti ans.

a. Epiphany (manifestation) 1In the Wstern
church, this event marks the presentation of Christ to
the gentiles (non-Jew sh peopl es), being associ ated
primarily with the journey of the Magi (MAY-ji), Wse
Men, to the infant Jesus. |In sonme Eastern Churches,
Epi phany renenbers the baptism of Jesus by John the
Baptist, and the mracle at Cana when Jesus turned the
water into w ne.
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b.Lent This forty day period
prior to Easter (excluding Sundays)
is atinme of prayer, repentance and
self-denial. Ash Wednesday begi ns
Lent.

c. Palm Sunday cel ebrates the entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem It marks the beginning of Holy Week which
ends wth Easter.

d. Holy Thursday (Maundy Thursday) renenbers the
institution of the Lord s Supper by Jesus prior to his
arrest. Maundy cones fromthe Latin text of John
13: 34, wherein Jesus gives a “new conmandnent.”

e. Good (Holy) Friday comenor at es the Passi on of
Jesus--his subm ssion to death by crucifixion. Wstern

churches focus on Jesus’ crucifixion while Eastern
churches concentrate upon Christ’s burial.

f. Easter (Pascha) cel ebrates the resurrection of
Christ. Easter is the oldest and nost inportant
festival in the Christian year.

Most Orthodox churches see
Easter as the beginning of the
church year rather than
Advent/ Christnmas as in the
West ern chur ches.

g. Ascension Day, conming forty days after Easter,
is the anniversary of Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

h. Pentecost (Wi tsunday) commenorates the com ng
of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of Jesus
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followng his ascension. It conmes fifty days after
Easter.

| . Transfiguration Day cel ebrates the appearance of
Jesus to three of his disciples in a greatly changed,
glorified state.

j. Advent marks an approxi mately four week period
com ng before Christmas. During Advent, Christians
prepare for and anticipate the Christnas cel ebration--
t he anniversary of the birth of Jesus.

7. Muslim Festivals and Observances

Wthin Islam Friday is the day of communal weekly
gat hering. Based upon the Lunar cal endar, Mislins
observe the foll ow ng annual festivals and holi days.

The first of Muharram (nuh-HAR-rahm New Year’s
Day--first nonth of the Islamc year) celebrates the
Hijra of Muhammad and his foll owers from Meccato Medina
in 622 CE. (A D).

a. Ashura (ah-shoo-RA) commenorates the nmartyrdom
of Husayn (hoo- SAYN, grandson of the prophet Mihanmad)
on the 10th of Muharram A H 61 (680 CE. [AD.]).

Anmong Shi'a Muslinms, this festival is traditionally
celebrated for 10 days, beginning fromthe first of
Muharram  Ashura can al so comenorate the safe | anding
of Noah's Ark.

b. Mawlid al-Nabiy (Mow i d
oon- NA- bee, birthday of the
Prophet) is the anniversary of
the birth of the Prophet
Muhanmmad. For many Muslinms, this
day ranks third in inportance,
after ‘1d al-Fitr and Id al -Adha.
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c. Mi'Raj al-Nabiy (nehr-raj al - NEB- bee)
commenor ates the ascension (al-M’'Raj) of the Prophet
to heaven followi ng his night journey (al-lsra ) from
Mecca to Jerusalem Interpreted either synbolically or
literally, the Qur’an records the event in Sura 17:1

d. Nisf-Sha’ban (nush-if sha-ah-
BAHN, N ght of Repentance) cones on
the 14th day of the eighth nonth
(Sha’ ban)...in the mddle (N sf) of
the nonth. It is a night of
repentance in preparation for Ramadan.

e. Ramadan ( RAH- mah-dahn) is a holy nonth of
fasting wherein Muslinms, who are physically able to
refrain, do not eat or drink fromthe first sign of
dawn until sunset.

f. Jum’at al-Wada’ (j uhm at al -wha- DAH, Farewel |
Friday) is the last Friday of the nonth of Ramadan
Though not a strict festival, many Miuslins consider it
a speci al day.

g. Laylat al-Qadr (LAHAY-1et al - KAHD-ehr, Night of
Power) conmmenorates the first revelation of the Qur’an.
This event cane to the Prophet Muhammad in 610 C E
(A.D.), when he was forty years ol d.

h.’ld al-Fitr (i-EED al FAHT-ehr, Festival of the
Breaki ng of the Fast).
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Along with “1d al-Fitr, Id al-Adha
(Festival of Sacrifice) conprise the
two main Islamc festivals. ‘Id al-
Fitr celebrates the end of Ranmdan.

It comes on the first day of the nonth
Shawwal which foll ows Ramadan.

| . Day of Hajj (al -HAHJ, Day of Arafat) comes on the
ninth day of Dhul’ Hi hha (the nonth of pilgrimge). It
commenor ates the concluding revel ation to the Prophet at
M. Arafat, a nmountain 18 kil oneters east of Mecca. All
Muslinms on Hajj attend a service on the plains in front
of M. Arafat (Wagfatu Arafat).

j. Id al-Adha (i-EED ahl - OOHD- hah, Festival of
Sacrifice)

The concl udi ng act of pilgrimage. Muislins offer sheep,
goats, and canels in a pattern after Abrahami s offering
of his son Ismail to God. The poor and needy receive
the meat. Muslins observe these two festivals (Day of
Hajj and Id al - Adha) whether on pilgrinmge or not.
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Vocabulary List: Holidays and Observances

'Id al-Fitr (i-EED al FAHT-ehr, Festival of the Breaking of the
Fast) Celebrates the end of Ramadan. It conmes on the
first day of the nonth, Shawwal, which foll ows Ranmadan.

A.H. Anno Hegirae, in the year of the Hajj

Ashura (ah-shoo-RA) Commenorates the martyrdom of Husayn
(grandson of the prophet Miuhanmad) on the 10th of Miharram
61 AH (680 C.E. [AD.])

B.C.E. Before Common Era
C.E. Common Era
Christmas Cel ebration of Jesus’ birth

Day of Hajj (ahl -HAH), Day of Arafat) Commenorates the concl uding
revelation to the Prophet at M. Arafat, a nmountain 18
kil oneters east of Mecca.

Epiphany (Manifestation) 1In the Wstern church, this event

mar ks the presentation of Christ to the gentiles (non-Jew sh
peopl es), being associated primarily with the journey of the
Magi (MAY-ji), Wse Men, to the infant Jesus. 1In the
Eastern Church, Epiphany renmenbers the baptismof Jesus by
John the Baptist, and the mracle at Cana when Jesus turned
the water into wine. Many M ddl e Eastern churches enphasize
Epi phany nmuch nore than the traditional Christnas.

High Holidays Rosh Hashanah and Yom Ki ppur, the two nost
i nportant Jew sh festivals of the year

Hijra (HI J-ruh) Mgration of the prophet Muhammad from Mecca to
Medina (A.D. 622) This date begins the Islam c cal endar.

Id al-Adha (i -EED ahl - OOHD- hah, Festival of Sacrifice) The
concluding act of pilgrimage. Muislins offer sheep, goats,
and canels in a pattern after Abrahanmis offering of his son
Ismail to God. The poor and needy receive the neat.
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Julian calendar Used by Eastern Christianity, the forerunner to
t he cal endar nost Anericans currently use (the G egorian).
Instituted by Julius Caesar in 46 B.C., the Julian cal endar
bases its calculations on the length of tine it takes the
earth to revol ve around the sun

Laylat al-Qadr (LAHY-Iet ahl - KAHD-ehr, Night of Power) This event
cane to the Prophet Muhammad in 610 CE. (A D.), when he was
forty years old. It commenorates the first revelation of the

Qur’ an.

Lunar calendar Using the nmoon to calculate the days marking a
gi ven cal endar year

Mawlid al-Nabiy (MOW i d oon- NA-bee) (Birthday of the Prophet)
The anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Muhammad. For
many Muslins, this day ranks third in inportance, after ‘1d
al-Fitr and 1d al - Adha.

Pesah (PAY-sahk, Passover) commenorates the departure of the
| sraelites from Egypt. The eight-day observance consists of
reciting special prayers and eating synbolic foods. The
first and | ast two days of Pesah are ones of speci al
observance. This renmenbrance is a high point of Jew sh
life.

Ramadan (RAH mah-dahn) A holy nonth of fasting wherein
Musl i ms, who are physically able, do not eat or drink from
the first sign of dawn until sunset.

Rosh Hashanah (rohsh hah-shah-NAH) (New Year’s Day) is the
begi nning of the Jewi sh calendar. Celebrated for two days,
it marks the anniversary of the creation of the world. The
day serves as a day of exam nation for all people, the
exam nat or being the righteous and nerciful creator.

Shia (SHEE-uh) Muslinms who believe Mihammad passed his
successorship directly through his bloodline. This school
of thought conprises sone 15% of M ddl e Eastern Mislins.

Solar calendar: Using the sun to calcul ate the days marking a
gi ven cal endar year
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Yom Kippur (YOHM kee- poor) (Day of Atonenent) stresses
repent ance and forgi veness needed to reestablish oneness
with God. One first seeks forgiveness fromothers and
forgi ves those who have caused pain. Then conmes confession
of sin and seeking forgiveness from God. The nobst i nportant
and nost personal holy day for nobst Jew sh people.
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Review Quiz: Holidays and Observances

Part 1--Multiple Choice Ppiace the Ietter
of the npbst correct answer in the bl ank
provi ded.

1. The initials C. E. represent
A. Calvin' s Enterprise.
B. Common Er a.
C. Cultural Enlightennent.

2. The initials B.C E. represent
A. Before the Christian Era.
B. Before the Common Era.
C. Before the Cultural Enlightennent.

3 Islamfoll ows a cal endar resulting in a year

354 days | ong.

A. lunar
B. sol ar
C. |l unisol ar

4. The abreviation A.H represents
A. Anno Hegirae, the year of the Hjra.
B. After Hanukkah.
C. Ali’s Harvest.

5. _ The mgration (Hjra) of the prophet Mihanmad from Mecca
to Medina took place in the year AD. . It is the date
whi ch begins the Islam c cal endar.

A. 1492

B. 622

C. 732
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6. The Jewi sh year follows a __ cal endar.
A. lunar
B. sol ar

C. lunisol ar

7. The nost inportant and personal holy day for Jew sh

personnel is

A. Hanukkabh.
B. Yom Ki ppur.
C. Sukkot .
8. The two nost inportant Jewi sh high holy days are

A. Shavuot and Sukkot .
B. Hanukkah and Sukkot .
C. Yom Ki ppur and Rosh Hashanabh.

9. , commenorating the departure of the
| sraelites from Egypt, is a high point of Jewish religious life.

A. Sukkot (Feast of Boot hs)
B. Pesah (Passover)
C. Hanukkah (Feast of Lights)

10. For Muslinms is the day of communal weekly
gat heri ng.
A. Sat ur day
B. Friday
C. Sunday
D. Sabbat h
11. comenorates the martyrdom of Husayn on the

battlefield of Karbala 61 AH It is an inportant day for Shia
Musl i ns.

A Hjra
B. Miharran
C. Ashura
12. After ‘Id al-Fitr and Id al-Adha, this day ranks third

in inmportance for many Mislins.
A Maw id al-Nabiy (birthday of the Prophet)

B. Nisf-Sha’ ban (N ght of Repentance)
C. M'Raj al-Nabiy (ascension of Prophet to heaven)
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13. The two nost inportant Muslimfestival/observances are

A 'Id al-Fitr (Breaking of Fast) and Id al - Adha (Festi val
of Sacrifice).
B. Day of Hajj and Mawlid al -Nabiy (birthday of Prophet).

14. is the holy nonth of fasting for Mislins.

A. Miuharran (beginning the Mislimyear)
B. Dhul-Hjja (last nonth of year--pilgrimnmge)
C. Ramadan

5. The Layl at al -Qadr (N ght of Power) commenorates
A. the first revelation of the Qur’an.
B. the ascension of the prophet to heaven follow ng his
ni ght j our ney.
C. the | ast day of Ranmdan.

Part 2--True/False

Place a T or an F in the blank provided.

1. In the Mddle East, religious holidays/observances are
of little significance for intelligence analysts.

2. Rel i gi ous observances/ hol i days were a key deceptive
device in the Arab-Israeli conflict of 1973.

3. Peoples the world over plan their lives by the solar
cal endar.
4. Eastern Christianity (nost of the Mddle Eastern

Christians) exclusively use the G egorian cal endar.
Their festival dates are the sanme as those in the West.

5. _ The actual day Easter is observed varies fromyear to
year .
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Ramadan al ways comes during the cooler, shorter (light)
days of the year.

The Jewi sh religious day runs from sunset to sunset.

Many M ddl e Eastern churches enphasi ze Epi phany nore
than the traditional Christnas.

Ot hodox Churches (nost M ddl e East Churches) begin
their church year wth Easter.

During Ramadan, Muslins fast from 1200-2400 hrs.

Many Muslins observe the Day of Hajj and Id al - Adha
(Festival of Sacrifice) whether on pilgrinmge or not.

Part 3--Matching piace the correct letter
in the blank provided. Not all of the letters
wi ||l be used.

Hjra A. Celebrates the end of Ramadan
It comes on the first day of the

C. E. nmont h, Shawwal , which foll ows
Ramadan.

Id al-Fitr B. Anno Hegirae, in the year of the
Haj j .

Hi gh Hol i days
C. Commenorates the martyrdom of Husayn
Jul i an Cal endar (grandson of the prophet Muhamrad) on
the 10th of Muharram A H 61.
Sol ar Cal endar
D. Before Conmmon Era
Ramadan
E. Common Era
Lunar Cal endar
F. Celebration of Jesus’ birth.

Day of Hajj
G Commenorates the concluding revel ation
Pesah to the Prophet at M. Arafat, a
nmountain 18 kil oneters east of
Layl at al - Qadr Mecca.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

A. H.

Epi phany
B.C. E

Ashur a

I d al - Adha
Shi’a

Rosh Hashanah
Yom Ki ppur

Chri st nas

H

In the Western church, this event

is associated primarily with the
journey of the Magi (Wse Men). In
t he Eastern Church, Epiphany
remenbers the baptism of Jesus by
John the Baptist, and the mracle at
Cana when Jesus turned the water into
W ne.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Ki ppur, the two
nmost inportant Jew sh festivals of
t he year.

M gration of the prophet Mihammad
from Mecca to Medina (A D. 622).
This date begins the Islamc

cal endar.

The concl udi ng act of pilgrimge.
Muslinms of fer sheep, goats, and
canels in a pattern after Abraham s
offering of his son Ismail to God.
The poor and needy receive the neat.

Used by Eastern Christianity, the
forerunner to the cal endar nost
Anericans currently use (the
Gregorian). Instituted by Julius
Caesar in 46 B.C

Comrenorates the first revel ation of
the Qur’an. This event cane to the
Prophet Muhammad in 610 CE. (A D.),
when he was forty years ol d.

Usi ng the noon to cal cul ate the days
mar ki ng a given cal endar year.

The anniversary of the birth of the
Prophet Mihammad.

Commenor ates the departure of the
| sraelites from Egypt.

A holy nmonth of fasting wherein
Musl i ms, who are physically able, do
not eat or drink fromthe first sign
of dawn until sunset.
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R The begi nning of the Jew sh cal endar.
Cel ebrated for two days, it marks the
anni versary of the creation of the
wor | d.

S. Muslins who believe Muhammad passed
his successorship directly through
hi s bl oodl i ne.

T. Using the sun to calculate the days
mar ki ng a given cal endar year.

U Stresses repentance and forgi veness
needed to reestablish oneness with
God. The nost inportant and nobst
personal holy day for nost Jew sh
peopl e.

“FIl ex Your Brain”
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Sources Used in Holidays and Observances

MacDonal d, Margaret Read, The Fol kl ore of Whrld Hol i days,
(Detroit, Mch: Gale Research, Inc., 1994). This resource
is filled with data on religious and cultural festivals
around the world. Most entries are detailed, thorough, and
interesting. (A so)

Smth, Jonathan, The HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion, (San
Franci sco: HarperCollins, 1995).

Spence, David, The Miultifaith Cal endar, (Burnaby, British
Col unbi a: Hem ock Printers, 1996). A hel pful, accurate,
and informative calendar. Artistically done, the
cal endar not only lists significant events on days when they
occur, but also explains their inportance in a nonthly
asi de.

“Go the extra mlel”
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