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CREDO NE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                ESTABLISHMENT CEREMONY

     
You are cordially invited to  CREDO NE Region’s Establishment ceremony scheduled for 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, 19 April in front of Bldg. 86 at Navy Submarine Base, Groton, CT.  CREDO NE’s is one of the newest locations added to the Navy’s CREDO Center of Excellence family. This commissioning ceremony takes place on the thirtieth anniversary of the first CREDO unit, which was based in San Diego, CA. 

     
Attending the ceremony is Rev. Don Harris, former Navy Chaplain and CREDO’s original architect. Also joining in the festivities will be CREDO supporters past and present, Commander Northeast Region, RADM Tracy and the Chief of Chaplains, RADM Black.

     
The CREDO NE place of operation will be located on the second deck of the old Navy hospital building (bldg. 86).  In addition to offices spaces for CREDO staff, there will be several meeting places for classes and other group activities.

CREDO NEWSLETTER

     
This is  the premier issue of what we hope will be a helpful way for our CREDO family to stay in touch.  It will contain dates of upcoming CREDO events and any other information that may be pertinent to the CREDO mission.

      
An interactive column called, CREDO Honor, Courage and Commitment Corner,  will give our readers an opportunity to share their stories 

of personal growth, a memorial to a loved one, or express their thanks to someone who has influenced them.  Please note the editor reserves the right to select and possibly edit all material.  If there is a concern about editing feel free to discuss this matter  when the article is  submitted.  

     
It is our desire and mission to get the word out to as many people as possible. The web is filled with stories of personal growth.  If some one sends you something that might be of benefit to the CREDO family, send it to us.  Please contact us at DSN/860 694.1144  
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“Devoted to God and Country, we will unite to                          deliver  innovative, life  transforming   service throughout and beyond the Sea Services.”
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  - Chaplain Corps Vision Statement
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5 Languages of Love:

· Quality Time Together

· Words of Affirmation

· Gifts

· Acts of Service

· Physical Touch 

              (From The Five-Love Languages Book by Gary Chapman)
UPCOMING  RETREAT  SCHEDULE:

Personal Growth Retreats:


5-8 April

                                    26-29 July

                                    20-23 September

Marriage Enrichment Retreats:


1-3 June

                                   17-19 August

Teen Retreat:


13-15 July


CREDO NORTHEAST STAFF




“Mark”, Director CREDO NE, will arrive in early April from his current assignment as a Coast Guard Chaplain for the Seventh District in Miami, FL.  He is originally from Texas.  His wife’s name is Ginger and they have six children.  Mark is a member of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.  He was recently recognized as Coast Guard Chaplain of the Year (1998). He is a certified Master Parachutist and Master Scuba Diver.


“Larry” will represent CREDO NE at Newport, RI, where he is also an instructor for the Navy Chaplains’ School. A Lutheran Missouri Synod Pastor, Larry recently received his Masters in Counseling.  He and his wife, Diane arrived in Newport in January.  Their previous assignment was with the Marines at MCAS Beaufort, SC.  They look forward to cycling  the New England countryside and trying out  the local New England cuisine.   


Mo” has been the interim director of CREDO NE since December.  He is responsible for the daily operations and preparations for the official establishment ceremony.   Chaplain Mo  was the pastor and founder of the Columbia River Community Church, Vancouver, WA.   He was recalled to active duty last fall to assist with the launching of CREDO  NE.  He and his wife Rhonda recently purchased their first home in Groton, CT.

RP2 Bocchino possesses the corporate memory of CREDO NE. CREDO NE has been operating as a satellite  of CREDO Norfolk since 1998.  He attended  his first PGR  while working  for  NAVSUBSCHOL,  Groton and has been a  faithful supporter  of  CREDO  ever  since.  



RP2 Matthews was recalled to full active duty status in order to support the new CREDO NE program.  She is a native of the great state of Oregon.  Prior to coming on active duty full time she was a loan processor. Her mission will be to assist Chaplain Larry and the Chaplains’ School staff at Newport, RI.  

A Note of Special Thanks…Before the current CREDO NE staff reported aboard, CREDO was already an active ministry presence in the northeast thanks to some dedicated individuals.  While this editor will gladly add more names in future editions as they are brought to his attention, we’d like to recognize and thank people like Chaplain Mary Washburn, Chaplain Ted Edwards, Chaplain Jesse Tate, and Chaplain Gerald Gray.  Other CREDO chaplains such as Chaplain Dave Atwater, Chaplain Nat Milton, Chaplain Larry Greenslit and Chaplain Harold Burrell also offered  their expertise and invaluable guidance.  I know there were many team members who assisted these chaplains on retreats; we are  deeply indebted to them  for the solid foundation that they have poured for CREDO NE. We also want to recognize Diane Kalsow for volunteering to be the designer and layout artist for our newsletter.
Honor, Courage & Commitment Corner

     
The HCCC column is designed to give you an  opportunity  to    recognize   people   who   have

inspired your own personal growth.  Send us your stories, your memorials, your testimonies and we’ll help you honor those people as well as inspire other 

readers.  While the story below is fictional and a bit long (we want real stories shorter in length), it is  an example of the kind of material we desire.  The story was sent to me over the Internet.

The first day of school our professor introduced himself and challenged us to get to know someone we didn't already know.  I stood up to look around when a gentle hand touched my shoulder. I turned around to find a wrinkled, little old lady beaming up at me with a smile that lit up her entire being. She said, "Hi handsome. My name is Rose. I'm eighty-seven years old. Can I give you a hug?" I laughed and enthusiastically responded, "Of course you may!" and she gave me a giant squeeze. 


Why are you in college at such a young, innocent age?" I asked. She jokingly replied, "I'm here to meet a rich husband, get married, have a couple of children, and then retire and travel." "No seriously," I asked. I was curious what may have motivated her to be taking on this challenge at her age.  "I always dreamed of having a college education and now I'm getting one!" she told me.

     
After class we walked to the student union building and shared a chocolate milkshake. We became instant friends. Every day for the next three months we would leave class together and talk nonstop.  I was always mesmerized listening to this "time machine" as she shared her wisdom and experience with me.  Over the course of the year, Rose became a campus icon and she easily made friends wherever she went.  She loved to dress up and she reveled in the attention bestowed upon her from the other students.  She was living it up.

At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak at our football banquet.  I'll never forget what she taught us. She was introduced and stepped up to the podium.  As she began to deliver her prepared speech, she dropped her three by five cards on the floor. Frustrated and a little embarrassed she leaned into the microphone and simply said, "I'm sorry I'm so jittery.  I gave up beer for Lent and this whiskey is killing me!  I'll never get my speech back in order so let me just tell you what I know." As we laughed she cleared her throat and began:

"We do not stop playing because we are old; we grow old because we stop playing.   There are only four secrets to staying young, being happy, and achieving success. You have to laugh and find humor every day.   You've got to have a dream. When you lose your dreams, you die.  We have so many people walking around who are dead and don't even know it! There is a huge difference between growing older and growing up. If you are nineteen years old and lie in bed for one full year and don't do one productive thing, you will turn twenty years old.  If I am eighty-seven years old and stay in bed for a year and never do anything I will turn eighty-eight.  Anybody can grow older. That doesn't take any talent or ability. The idea is to grow up by always finding the opportunity in change. Have no regrets. The elderly usually don't have regrets for what we did, but rather for things we did not do. The only people who fear death are those with regrets."

She concluded her speech by courageously singing "The Rose." She challenged each of us to study the lyrics and live them out in our daily lives. At the year’s end Rose finished the college degree she had begun all those years ago. One week after graduation Rose died peacefully in her sleep. Over two thousand college students attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful woman who taught by example that it's never too late to be all you can possibly be. Remember, GROWING OLDER IS MANDATORY, GROWING UP IS OPTIONAL.


   CREDO STAFF        TEAM TRAINING:

            Staff  training is mandatory for all team members.  Training will be conducted in Groton, CT.  Contact  (860)  694-5019  for  dates  and times.



 Holy Humor…

           One Sunday morning, a pastor noticed a little boy  staring intently at a large plaque that hung in the front foyer of the church.  On it was a list of names that had tiny decorative American flags on either side of the persons listed.  The little boy had been staring at the plaque for quite sometime.  Out of curiosity the pastor walked up, stood beside the boy for a while then quietly said, “Good morning.”

            “Good morning pastor,” replied the young man still intently focused on the  plaque.  “Pastor Carter, what is this?” he asked.  The pastor responded, “Well son, it’s a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the service.”  Startled, the boy asked in a  barely audible voice, “Which service, the 9:00 or the 10:30?” 

                                      –Author Unknown
Retreats will be conducted at Canonicus Camp and Conference Center, located just off RI 2 near Exeter, Rhode Island.  This facility has been owned and operated by the American Baptist Churches of Rhode Island for over 50 years.  It is located on 300 plus acres of meadows and woodland.  It offers a private picturesque lake front view that is perfect for  quiet walks or personal reflection.  For more information, check out their website at � HYPERLINK http://www.canonicus.org ��www.canonicus.org� .
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